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down in the middle of the seventeenth century
(more than sixty years after William " the
Silent's" assassination), a younger son of his
was the chief man in Holland, which had by
this time become practically independent. The
son 'of this chief man, whose name again was
William, married the Princess Mary of England,
sister of Charles II. He died in November,
1650, and just after his death his wife bore
the son who was again christened William, the
hereditary name of the family, and he became
known in English history as " William III,"
William of Nassau, Prince of Orange and King
of England,
The child born under such strange circum-
stances grew up of a mixed sort. He was not
without energy, though it was of a morose and
silent kind. He had a strong aquiline nose,
piercing eyes, and his dwarfish body, suffering
from poor health and later from asthma, was
not without vigour, but he was sullen and
vicious. He was in general detested by those
who came closest in contact with him, except
the favourites whom he loaded with gifts and
who were in some unknown degree partners
in his vices. The first of these was a certain
Bentinck, a man of good family. Later in life
William very disgracefully took up with a